Emotional concomitants of childhood epilepsy.
On the basis of the distinguishing features of unpredictability, overt manifestation of symptom, and loss of control in epilepsy, a number of hypotheses about possible emotional concomitants of childhood epilepsy are offered. Comparing fifteen epileptic children with groups of diabetic and healthy children, matched for chronological age, sex, mental age, socioeconomic status, and family variables, the following findings emerged. Epileptic children are more likely than their diabetic or healthy peers to attribute control over even successful events in their lives to external sources. The perception of control by powerful others or by unknown factors was especially pronounced with regard to social events. In addition, epileptic children as a group were found to have lower self-concepts (particularly with regard to their popularity) and to be more anxious than their peers. The clinical and research significance of the findings are discussed.